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*3’’fd1 NOTICE, OF RELEASE OF T E X O U  BUFFALOGRASS 

The Oklahoma, Kansas,  and Texas A g r i c u l r u r a l  Experiment S t a t i o n s  and t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Research S e r v i c e  and S o i l  Conserva t ion  S e r v i c e ,  U .  S .  
Dcpartment of A g r i c u l t u r e ,  announce t h e  re lease  of Texoka h u f i a l o g r a s s .  
T h e  v a r i e r y  r e s u l L e d  f r o m  t h e  c a o p e r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  of t h e  Oklahoza 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experimenr Sta t l ion and t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Resea rch  S e r v i c e  a t  
t h e  9. S. Sou the rn  Grea t  P l a i n s  F i e l d  S t a t i G n ,  Woodward, Oklahoma. 

Texoka i s  a broad based  s y n r h e t i c  v a r i e t y  d e r i v e d  from cEn s e l e c r e d  c l o n c s ,  
f o u r  fensle  and s i x  male. 
- Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas b u f f a l o g r a s s  p o p u l a t i o n s .  The name Texoka was 
composi t fd  from t h e  above named S t a t e s .  
men ta l  d e s i g n a t i o n  \C. 

The p a r e n t s  of t h e s e  c l o n e s  u e r e  s s l i c t e d  fLom 

Texoka was t e s r e d  under [he  e x p e r i -  

The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t r i b u r e  of  Texoka i s  i t s  h i g h  seed  p r o d u c t i o n  
p o t e n t i a l .  The p a r e n t  c l o n e s  of t h i s  d i o e c i o u s  v a r i e t y  were known t o  p ro-  
duce i n  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  a h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o i  female  p l a n c s .  Texoka 
f r e q u e n t l y  produced o v e r  1 ,000  pounds of  b u r s  p e r  a c r e ,  t e n  times rhar: 
commonly produced i n  r a n g e  h a r v e s t s ,  a t  t h e  F o r t  Reno L i v e s r o c k  R e s e a r c h  
S t a t i o n ,  Agronomy Research  Area n e a r  E l  Reno, Oklahoma and aL: t h e  
”Bud‘ Sniirhn P l a n t  M a t e r i a l s  C e n t e r ,  Knox C i t y ,  Texas .  

Texoka was s u p e r i o r  t o  most commercial  l o t s  of b u f f a l o g r a s s  i n  f o r a g e  

y i e l d .  

- 
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- p r o d u c t i o n .  None of t h e  commercial  s o u r c e s  s u r p a s s e d  Texoka i n  f o r a g e  

Texoka i s  w e l l  adap ted  t o  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma, wes re rn  Kansas ,  s n d  n o r t h w e s t e r n  
Texas .  I t  h a s  been w i d e l y  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  by r h e  S o i l  Conscrvac lon  
S e r v i c e .  Texoka i s  w e l l - s u i t e d  f o r  f o r a g e  prociucrion on r a n g e l a n d ,  f o r  
c o n t r o l  of e r o s i o n  on c r i t i c a l  a r e a s ,  and f o r  r u r f  on r e c r c a t i c n ; l  a r c a s .  

Breeder seed  c o n s i s t s  of s e e d  h a r v e s t e d  f rom t h e  o r i g i . n n l  c r o s s i n g  b l o c k  
t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by v e g e t a t i v e l y  p r o p a g s t i n g  each  01 the t e n  c l o n e s .  
Seed n w l t i p l i c a t i o n  - of Texoka is l i n i i t e d  t o  two g e n e z d ~ i o n s  of  i n c r e a s e  
i r o n  b r e e d e r  s e e d ;  namely,  one  eech  or’ f o u n d a t i o n  (Syn 2 )  and c i r r i i i e d  
(syn 3 ) .  One hundred and t w e n t y- f i v e  (125)  pounds o l  b r e e d e r  s c t h d  O C  
l’cxoka h a r v e s t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19bO’s w i l l  be n , a i r i t a i ned  i n  c o l d  s~or:31:e 
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by  t h e  O k l a h c m  Agricultural Lxper iz ient  S t a t d o n ,  
a v a i l 3 b l e  L C  qu;lifikd p r o d u c e r s  of p e d i g r e e d  sccd from Oklahoina 
F o u n d s t i c n  Seed S t c c k s ,  DeparEnent  of Agronomy, Oklahoma S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
S t l l l w a t e r ,  Oklahoma 7!1074 .  
or  1976 .  USDA has  112 s2:c.d f o r  d f s t r i b u t i o n .  

Founda t ion  Seed  i s  

C e r t l f i e d  s e e d  w l l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  I n  1975 

Sugges t ed  y e l e a s e  d a t e  f o r  Texoka i s  J u l y  31, 1 9 7 4 ,  b u t  press re leases  
w i l l  b e  d e l a y e d  u n t i l  c e r c i f i e d  s e e d  becomes a v a i l a b l e .  

/ S /  T. W .  Edmins t e r  ________-____- /S./ Jdrnes A ,  Whhnrlev ______ 
D i r e c t o r  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
Oklahom Agriculrurol Exper iment  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Research S e r v i c e  

S t a t i o n  

7 1’16174 Date 8 / 2 6 / 7 4  --- Date 

/ S /  V i c t o r  H .  Barry, JY. I S /  F l o y d  &- 1J. h i t h  __....___- -- 
D i  r eq Lor D i r e c t o r  
Kansas Agr i c u l  t u r a l  Esper  irnent P l a n t  S c i e n c e  D i v i s i o n  

S t a t  i o n  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
. U .S .  Depar tment  of A g r i c u l t u r e  

Da te  7 / 2 2 / 7 4  

/ S /  J s s  E .  M l l l ~  
Director  
Texas Agrl;clKbral Exper iment  

S t a t l o n  

Date 8 / 9 / 7 4  

Date 7 1  19 I 7 4  



' BUFFALOGRASS (Buchloe dac t y l o i d e d  - 
DESCRIPTION: Perennial, stoloniferous, generally dioecious, highly palatable, 

drought- resistant pasture grass. 

AlZAPTATrONtWidely adapted to  s o i l s  where c l imat ical ly  adapted, Does bes t  on c lay  
W i l l  survive on<shallow s o i l s  too droughty f o r  Bermudagrass. and loam typesa 

Is best  adapted t o  areas w i t h  15 to  35 inches of annual ra in fa l l ,  
plants may crowd it out i n  high r a i n f a l l  belt, 

Other pasture 

PLANTING : 

Rate: I n  terms of pure l i ve  seed per acre: 

a. Broedcast, 11 pounds. 

b. In  rows, 4 pounds. 

Plant  when harvested o r  during the  f a l l  and winter t o  February. 
may be sown l a t e r  i n  the spring but  germination i s  l i k e l y  t o  be low. 
Good moisture and low temperature conditions a r e  necessary f o r  bes t  ger- 
mination, Sodding should k+e done during late winter and ear ly  spring 
when moisture and temperature conditions are  most favorable. Buffalo- 
grass does not have underground stems and harvested sod i s  not as 
drought- resistant as  Bemudagrass. 

Time: Seed 

Method: Unless a good supply of home-grown seed i s  available, it i s  not ad- 
vieable to  sow broadcast, 
firm seedbed and cover l i @ t l y ,  o r  from one-half t o  one inch. 
treme western pa r t  of the  s t a t e  Buffalograss may be seeded i n  mixtures 
w i t h  other grasses on a small grain stubble mulch o r  on a sorghum o r  
sudan mulch grown i n  place. 
long distances, propagation by s e t t i ng  pieces o f  sod i n  furrows on a 
well prepared seedbed i s  usually the best  method of es tabl ishing B u f -  
falograss,  Buffalograss must be handled ca re fu l ly  t o  prevent drying 
out  and k i l l ing .  Sod should be s e t  a s  soon a f t e r  digging a s  possible. 
I t  must be placed in the same posi t ion as  when jrowin~g and-Eked i n t o  
the s o i l  o r  s o i l  placed around the a e  of each sod piece so that E d  
contact i s  made with moist so i l .  

Sow i n  furrows made on a w e l l  prepared and 
I n  ex- 

Where sod i s  available without hauling 
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USES: Grazing, lawns, erosion control ,  waternays, and pasture ou t le t s ,  

ViabiLity of Seed: A t  least  three years and probably longer. 

MANActEMENT: 

Cultivating: Cultivation of seedlings of sod is  necessary f o r  rapid spread, 
Cult ivate row plantings a s  for  corn and other row crops u n t i l  grass begins 
t o  root i n  row middle, Mow o r  graze l i g h t l y  to control  weeds where c u l t i -  
vation i s  not practiced. 

Harvesting: Small amounts of seed f o r  home use may be harvested by sweeping up 
burs and t rash  with a s t i f f  bmom, o r  cut t ing the  grass low w i t h  a lawn 



t mower. 
burs by suction. A combine may be used t o  harvest seed wheIIc3 grass grows 
tall enough for  combine harvesting. 

Seed may be harvested with special. machinery designed t o  pick up 

NOTE: Burs should be examined carefully t o  see i f  f i l l e d  w i t h  good 
seed before harvesting as often many burs do not contain seed. 

Grazing: Although Buffalograss w i l l  survive overgrazing during most seasons, 

C i r .  328, U.S. Dept. Agr., Methods of Re-establishing Buffalograss i n  
the Great Plains .  

best resu l t s  are  obtained by deferred or  rotated grazing of this grass. 

EHENCES: 

Vol. V I ,  No. 5 ,  November, 1940, U. S. Dept. Agr., SCS, The Collection 
and Processing of Buffalograss Seed. 

Unnumbered Leaflet, January 20, 1942, F o r t  Hays, Kansas Expt. Sta., 
Treatment and Use of Buffalograss Seed. 


